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7 76 X 51S to me a melanchol Reflection, 


that Chriſtianity ſhould be made to 
carry ſo many Faces, ſo many diffe- 
2 rent Shapes, às bear Proportion to 
che various Humours, Intereſts, and 

. 2 Caprices of its Profeſſors. The Con- 


5 


a 


| ſequence of this is, that tho“ every Party may talk 


of it as ſomething moſt Sacred, yet they make it ſub- 
ſerve the baſeſt Deſigns, by which means it is e 


wh 
to the ridicule and contempt of Deiſt, and eMtheiſts, 


To reſcue it from this unhappy Circumſtance, Hic 
labor, hoc opus eſt, eſpecially when Virtue and Probity 
are become Strangers to the greateſt Part of ſuch, 
who ſet up for their Advocates and Defenders, 
However this ſhall not diſcourage me, in my De- 
ſign, and tho? the Succeſs may be little, yet I hope 1 
ſhall provoke ſome Men, of more Leiſure ; and great- 
er Abilities to engage in an Argument fo very profit- 
able and important. . There are two Things which 
I will here attempt to make evident, The firſt is, 
That Chriſtianity, as inſtituted by our Saviour, was 


never defign'd for a State-Creature. 
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| 240. That where it is made ſo, I ſhall. undertake 
to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of ſuch a Practice, and 
that good Policy will project the Abolition thereof. 
"I theſe- two Things can be done, nothing but the 
Pride, Ambition, — Covetouſneſs of a certain Body 
of Reverends, and their Adherents, oy nos 54 
way of a glorious Reformation. þ 

It will be here neceffary, that 1 fa] ik more 
clearly what I mean by Chriſtianity's being a State 
Creature, of which Bag no difficult Matter to form a 
diſtinct Idea; by its being a State Creature, then 1 
mean thus much, ſe. When Chriſtianity is us'd to 
anſwer this, or the other deſign in Matters intirely 
Political: Whether it is us'd to promote the Patriar- 
chal or Republican, or any other Scheme of Govern- 

ment: Juſt as a Mechanick makes uſe of his Tools to 
accompliſh his end, and when that's done, lays em 
aſide, as being no farther ſerviceable to bim. Go 

Now my Task is to prove, that the Goſpel was ne- 
ver ene with that view, and con ſequently 
where-ever it is us'd for ſuch A Purpoſe tis vilely 
proſtituted. How this will fall with regard to our 
Countrey, will be made plain in the Sequel. 

I ſhalll uſe but few Arguments on the firſt Head. 
but ſhall endeavour to make them as concluſiye as 1 
can; taking it for granted, wy Reader is a Man ac- 

uainted with rational Dedu ions; if otherwiſe, al] 
Aeement is loft upon him. 

It appears to me in a Matter of this moment, on 
which all agree the Salvation of Souls depends, Men 
oug ht to lay aſide temporal Intereſt, Paſſion and Pre- 

*:Qice, and ſearch for Truth with all the Severity of 
abſtracted Reaſoning. 

I perſwade my ſelf every boneſt Mind, freed from 
the Prepoſſeſſions of Education, will do fo. Nor can I 


ben how to denominate thoſe] Men, 4 who are ſo —_ 
| o 


Chriſtianity no State Creature. 3 
ſo narrow ſpirited, as to let a little Gain in this 
World biaſs em in an Affair of this Importance. It 
may be ſaid here, that I beg the Queſtion, and in- 
deed conſidering the common Practice of Mankind 
both in Church and State, there is too much room 
for ſuch an Objection. Be that as it will, let us now 
proceed to the Argument. net 
I will here take it for granted, that Chriſtianity is 
of Divine Authority, that we have as much Reaſon 
to believe Miracles and Wonders were wrought to 
prove. it ſo, as we have to believe, that there were 
ſuch Men as Homer and Virgil in the World; or that 
ever ſuch Poems were wrote, as univerſally paſs un- 
der their Names. N. 

It appears to me therefore, that this Inſtitution 
was never deſign'd by its Author for a State Creature, 
from the Nature and End of the Thing it ſelf, and 
alſo from the Principles on which *tis founded; laſt- 
ly, from the Manner of its Promulgation, and the 
Miſſion which our Saviour gave his Diſciples. 

Our Saviour gives us an account of the Nature 
of this Inſtitution, /c. , That it has nothing to do 
with Dominion or Civil Government, no farther than 
to rectifie exorbitant Paſſions and Appetites, to re- 
ſtrain People from em by the Cords of Reaſon and 
Argument, which are ſaid to be, The cords of a Man. 
The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over 
them (ſays our Lord) but it ſhall not be ſo with you ; 
from whence I infer, that whoſoever pretends to Do- 
minion over Peoples Conſciences, with regard to Re- 
ligion, is an Uſurper of the Seat of God Almighty, 
of the Authority of jeſus Chriſt, and is acting the 


very counter- part of Chriſtanity,. | 
One can hardly read that Paſſage of our Savi- 
our's above-mention'd, without being at a loſs, how 
to reconcile it with the late Doctrine of Eccleſiaſtical 

41 Thrones, 


6 Chriſtianity no State Creature. 
Thrones, which a great many of our Clergy have 
form'd to themſelves, and ate ſo fond of. That Do- 
minion was not the deſign of Chriſtianity,is very plain, 
neither Civil, nor over the Conſtience ; the former 
belonging to the Magiſtrate, and the latter to God 
only. Yet our Clergy will not be contented without 
Thrones and Principalities, they will have Dominion 
if they can, tho? it be a flat Contradiction to what 
they tell the World is moſt ſacred, of which they 
are the only keepers, if we'll take their Word for't. 
It is apparent, that the Chriſtian Inſtitution has a 
compleat Character, The Wiſdom which is from above, 
is pure and peaceable, gentle and eaſie to be intreated, 
full of Mercy and good Fruit, . without Partiality and 
without Hypocriſie. mM; of TERS It 
| I defie all Mankind to find out, or make good any 
of theſe Characters of the Goſpel, where there is the 
leaſt appearance of its being form'd into a State Engine. 
Nay, in ſhort, tis in every particular the very re- 
verſe ; and therefore, if the Account St. Famer gives 
of it be true, tis impoſſible, that ever it could be 
deſign'd for ſuch an Inftrument ; which will appear 
more plainly, when I come to conſider the other Part 
of the Argument. ＋ 5 
The defign of the Goſpel is to make Men charita- 
ble and peaceable, to reform em and make em fit 
for Society. If the Arguments of this Inſtitution 
have ſo far enraged wicked and ſelf- intereſted Men, 
as to cauſe em to oppoſe it with the Sword, and de- 
fend their Diana by dint of Arms, the fault is not in 
Chriſtianity, but in their perverſe Tempers. 
| The purport of this Inſtitution is (as I ſaid) to re- 
Aifie the Mind, to conform it to the immitable Per- 
fections of the Deity, in which conſiſts what the New 
Teſtament calls Communion with God, and the Hap- 
pineſs of the Soul; on this Account St. James * 
is 


Chriſtianity no State Creature. 7 
this Religion pure, which can never be true of it, 
when form'd into a State Creature. r 
Moreover, it makes its real Profeſſors gentle, and 
eaſie to be intreated, that is, their Ears ate open to 
Argument and Senſe, they are Compaſſionate, 
and ready to do Good, But thoſe People who make 
a State Tool of it, their Ears are open to nothing, 
but their worldly Honours and Intereſts; all Argu- 


ment, how conclufive ſoever, is loſt upon em. T 


hey 
are obſtinately, and I had almoſt ſaid wilfully in the 


wrong, are forc'd todrown their Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding in that grand Abiſs, the Church. 
Of this I have ſeen ſeveral. Inftances, and every 
Man muſt fee em, who will uſe his own, and not the 
Clergy's Eyes. True Chriftianity is no doubt produ- 
Give of good Works, of Humanity and Charity, it 
makes Men goodnatur'd and conſiderate ; as being all in 
a fallible and dependent State, it makes the Man God. 
like, and conſequently.compleats the Gentleman, 
But where 'tis proſtituted, we find by daily Expe- 
rience, the Produce to be Malice, Revenge, Pride, 
Covetouſneſs; in ſhort, every Vice, that we can ima- 
gine makes up the Character of the Devil, and there- 
ore Chriſtianity was never deſigned for a State Crea- 
ture, 7 | HE 
Once more, tis without Partiality, that is, it 
leaves the natural Right and Privileges of Mankind 
upon the ſame Bottom it found em. A Servant 
that was converted to Chriſtianity, whoſe Mafter 
continu'd to be a Heathen, was not thereby freed 
from his Contract; he could not argue, becauſe' he 
was a Chriſtian, he was therefore free from his Ci- 


vil Ingagements to his Heathen Mafter ; or ceag'd to 


de a Roman Slave, becauſe he became a Chriſtian 
Convert, as the Apoſtle Paul abſolutely determines 

this Matter, | 9 FF x 
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8 Chriſtianity no State Creature. 
For if that was to be admitted, all Moral Obliga- 
tions would ceale - upon peoples being Chriſtians, 
than which nothing could be a greater Damage to 
Society. But where Chriſtianity is made a State 
Creature, the Rights'and- Privileges,of Mankind are 
not upon an equal*Foot, and therefore it was never 
deſign'd for that Purpoſe. - It teacheth Men to judge 
of Actions and Things with Candor, and yet as they 
are in themſelves. Tis far from the Nature of the 
Chriſtian Religion, that, becauſe Bantom is a Hea- 
then, and Deodate a Chriſtian, that Deodate ſhall be 
favour'd, and Bant om have Injuſtice done him in 
Matters of Pro , or in his Civil Rights. 

Yet where the Chriſtian Religion is fram'd into a 
State Engine, this muſt be the unayoidable Conſe- 
quence of it, unleſs People can be made to ſee all 
with one Eye, all think alike, and be ef the fame 
Mind, and therefore the Argument concludes, that 
it was never deſign d for ſuch an End. 

LZaftly, Tis without Hypocriſie; that is, it vin 
not fuffer. its true Abettors, to ſay one Thing and 
mean another. It admits not of 'thoſe Tricks and 
Artifices, that Men of abandon'd Souls frequently 
practiſe, kr, tis ſuch as theſe ho believe-nothing 
of the Chriſtian Religion, that are the readieſt to 
make a State Machine of it. And where it is made 
ſo, tis impoſſible to be without Hypocrifie, which i is 
the reverſe of.its>Charatter. ' 

Thus it appears to me from the Nature of che ws A 
ſtitution it ft felf, thae it was never deſign 10d for a Sende 
Engine 

?Tis' farther, evident t to me, char; it was never ſo 
defign'd,- from the Principles on which 'tis founded 
and propagated, The Principles on which tis found- 
ed and prop: zated, are thoſe moral Truths reſulting 


from the neceſſa ry Connection and Reaſon of * 5 
c at 
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that are eternally ſo, immutable and irreverſable in 
their own" Nature. If this was not fo a8 I hinted be- 
fore, Chriſtianity would be fo far from being advar- 
tageous to Mankind; that it would be the. — 
Detriment to em. It this was not ſo, Men might 
with good Reaſon turn Deiſts, if not Atheiſts. , + 
As tis the repeated advice of the Founder of he 
New. Teftament, To do to Þthers, as we would be done. 
by, ſoupon this Principle i it is, among others, that the 
Goſpel is built, upon this principle our Saviour com- 
manded his Diſciples to propagate it. But where tis 
made à State Creature, it muft neceſſarily break 
Coun this Rule, and "conſequently, it was never 
deſign d for ſuch a Purpoſe. We cannot but fuſpett 
that Religion, whatſoever Face it carries, which 
teacheth Men to break moral Rules; no woonder 
that Men deſpiſe ſuch à pretended Revelation, an 
eſteem its Minifters no otherwiſe than Imps of State. 
And that making Chriſtianity a State Creature does 
break through this Rule, is plain, becauſe it founds 
Dominion ina Grace; and what's yet as ſtrange, leaves 
4 partial and fallible Company of People to judge, 
who is gracious; and who not. But I ſhall have occa- 
fion to reflect upon this Piece of Fanatical Enthuſia- 
ſtick Cant, in the other Part of the Argument. 
'Tis, upon this, very plain to me, that dur Religi- 
on was never deſign'd or a Creature of ater ©. 
In the laft Place, let any one conſider the Miſſion 
our Saviour gave his Diſciples, apd the manner of 
the Goſpel's Promulgation* ; and he'll eaſily diſcover, 
how impoſſible it is that evi it could be ſo delten d. 
Our Sab iour does not bid em take Swords, and che 
Power of the Civil Magiſtrate with em, when they 
went to make Diſciples 5 he does not bid 'em make 
Converts, by promiſing — of Dignity and profi 
in the Civil Government, * are err fo- 
Fg of reign 
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 Chriſtianity-no State,Creature. 
his Purpoſe; but, ſays he, Go teach 


. . 


you: As People cannot bè made Chriftians againft 
their Wills, ſo all Laws of the Magiſtrate to force 
Men to be Chriſtians are in vain, becauſe no penalty 
whatſoever, can have affy real influence upon the 
Mind, ſo as co make a Man believe what he cannot 
believe - and therefore there is no other way of pro- 
moting the Goſpel, than by Argument and Reaſon, -: 

If ir be-faid, That the Civil Power may: beftow its 


Favours on ſuch as are of the true Religion, which. 


would e orhers to EE the ſame r N 
I Anſwer, 

That this Objeftion i is not to the Purpoſe, ſoc it is 
not the buſineſs of the Civil Power to meddle with 


the Care of Souls, tis the Magiſtrates Truff to take 


Care of Property, and that every one peaceably and 


quietly enjoys his Civil Rights. But let us give the 


Objection a turn, in favour of our State Religion- 
Men, and what will the Conſequence be? Well true- 
ly, that whatſoever Religion the Magiſtrate is of, 
muſt be true, and therefore he'l} þeſtow his Favours 
on ſuch as are of his true Religion; fo that a Man, 
let him be in what Country he will, muſt, if he 
would profeſs the true. Religion, take, the ' Magi- 
ſtrates fide; which puts me in Mind of a Converſa- 
tion that happen'd ſometime ſince at Tunbridge Wells. 

The Queſtion between the Diſputants was, Which 
was the beſt conſtituted Church? And after a 
debate, they agreed to refer it to a merry old Geaitle- 
man then upon the Walks. After he had heard the 
Queſtion, hie gravely determin'd, that to be the beſt 
conſtituted - Church, which had the Gallows of her 
fide, And truly, if Chriſtianity be nothing bur 'a 


cies is, N convince *em by Reaſon and Argument, car 
I an the Chriſt; that the Goſpel is true; and then per- 
ſwade em to obſerve all Things, that I baile conmanded 
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State Creature, I muſt be of his Opinion. 
The Care of a Man's Salvation is upon himſelf, for 
* the Magiſtrate, nor the Perſon can anſwer for 


him at the. great Day of Account. And therefore 
of the Magiſtrate, is, as I faid | before, 
Government ſo, as that every Subject 


the Provin 
to mana 


mall be protected in the injoyment of his Ptoperiies, 
Rights and Privileges, whether Civil or Religious. 


'Chriftianity never did, nor dom make any alvances or 
progreſs in-the World, dr being made a Seate. Fer. 


hot for when once places of Power, Profit and Ho- 
2 n the Goermmbath) are only to de confer d on 


-thoſe Per ſons who conform themſelves to ſuch u 


Church; let the Religion be Fewiſh,, Mabomet an or 
Chriſtian, one need not doubt of making-Converts & 


pace. So much does . love of this World ___ 


Mankind. 3.41 90 1 

Tis therefore; (ir ee the New Teftamenc 
to be of Divine Authority) the moſt prepoſterous 
- "Thing in the World, to make a State Creature of it. 
it muſt argue ian Ignorante, to ſay the beſt of 
it, to thuik; that it can be propag ated by ſuch means. 
It appears from che Nature Ae e and the 
Principles on which it is founded, that it can never 
be intended for ſuch a Purpoſe. And therefore 1 
think the * 
before us. | | BER 
I go on now co the ſecond: Part of it, "5 
ſuppoſing Chriſtianity is made a State Creature in os 
Government; my undertaking was to thew, the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of its being aboliſh'd, and that the con- 
wür is not conſiſtent with good policy. 


I hope it will be granted me, that Men may be bw. 
neſt, and yet not think the ſame way in all the Parts 
of Religion,” and foraſmuch as the Salvation of a 


Wale 1 His own Cure, tis reaſonable; he ſhould 
B 2 have 
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ave the Liberty to act as he believes in his Conſci- 
'ence, will beſt auſwer that important End. If this 
be rea ſonable, then. it is altogether unteaſonable to 
make Chriſtianity a State Creature; and yet tis cer- 
-tain, That Government makes it ſo, where Religion 
25 made a Qualification in a. Perſon, for à Place of 
«Profit, Honour or Truſt; That is, ſuch a Place ſhall 
not be yours, how ſoever otherwiſe qualiſied, unleſs 
you are of this or the other Church, un leſs you take 
the Sacrament with a view to qualifie your ſelf, and 
Prondunce'thoſe who have different Sentiments from 
this Church, Schi ſmat ic łs and Hereticks,”” I can hardly 
forbear calling this practice a holy Cheat, and treat- 
Ang it with as much Contempt, as would the Inqui- 
At ion, it being a Subject, that deſerves more Ridicule 
than Argument. But I muſt forbeat, leaſt! ſhould 
offend the Reverend Poſſe of my Country, and go on to 
argue, becauſe they make the forming of Chriſtianity 
into a State Engine, the Foundation, and Bulwark of 


what they call the beſt conſtituted Church in the 


World. Whether this be owing to their Folly, ar 
Knavery; or both; 1 ſubmit to judgment, tho? *tis 
eaſie to determine to which, if you conyerſe with the 
Men, or their Works. as. 
ff. It ought not to he made a State Creature, if we 
have any regard to its Authority, to our Saviour and 
his Laws; to deem a thing ſacred, and at the ſamę 
time proſtitute it by the Civil Power, is in my Opi- 
nion very prepoſterous, and in reality, declaring ei- 
ther, that we do not take our ſelves intereſted in Re- 
ligion; and are not concern'd, whether it he true or 
falſe, or elſe, that we believe not one Word of the 
Matter: If in reality we believe Chriſtianity to be 
true, how can People anſwer it to their Conſciences, 
ben hey uſe it directly to break through a Moral 
Precept, /c. Do to others, as you would be done 25 
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For that Reaſon, it ought to be aboliſh'd as a State 


Creature. If it be not true, why ſhould the Nation 
be put to ſo much Expence Rhone it? Why ſhould it 


be made the bone of Contention, ſince that in reality 


can have no influence, to make one Man a better 
— or more uſeful t to the a hr than 


Another. | 2999 9v6 
What can a; Man 4 i N * n 
FA. acting the Holy 


ha: ſhall ſee a Prieſt at 
Part, and cringing, approaching the Bread 


and Wine, as tho the Popiſh Notion of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation was true and yet preſently diſtributing theſe 
Things to ſecular Ends and State Contrivances. 


The Perſons that thus receive it, would not if they 
could help it (at leaſt moſt of em) but their daily 
\Bread's depending upon it, they are forc'd to do ſa, 
but ſay at the ſame time, that they hope God Al- 


7 tights will forgive em. Others that have Senſe and 


Argument, muſt needs conclude the Perſon with all 


his Holy Grimaces, believes nothing of the Matter; 


for certainly, if this Man valued Chriſtianity, he 
would never uſe it to theſe baſe Purpoſes. 
Therefore whether Chriſtianity be true or not, 
there i is good Reaſon to aboliſh its. being a State 
Creature. 
-2dly. The waking Religion a State Tool can an- 


A ſwer no good End, either to the Government, or to 


the Thivgit- ſelf. 1 would here appeal to any im- 
partial Man, whether the Teſt, the Occaſional Con- 
formity and Schiſm Acts, ever made one better Sub- 
jet in England, or have been the leaſt uſeful in any 
reſpect to 2 State. Have thoſe Acts tended to ſe- 


- cure the Succeſſion to the Crown of theſe Realms in 


the Iluftriqus Houſe of Hanover? Has King GROROE 
gain'd any more Friends by em? Is not the contrar 
plane to 2 Demonſtration? Were not ſome of theſe 


very 
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very Acts defign'd againſt. the Hauer Sutci ſſtun? 
Frank Kramony could determine this Queſtion, if he 
would ſpeak Truth, Were not tha Hands of Ki 
Aare up by dem And 
that very Reaſon; is not wed to keep a ſtand- 
ing Army f: Therefore theſe Attsbyrwhich Chriſti- 
anity is made a State Creature, have been ſo far from 
anſweritig god Ends, with regard / to this Govern- 
ment utter King Gro UN, that under their um- 
brag, and that of che Church, all che treaſonable 
Prattices,' which' have hitherto been found out, have 
been carried on. And therefore goad-Polioy will ſub- 

ject the Abolicion of em; but of this more in its 

Erne 


Wil auy Man, who hasany value for Chriſtianity, 
ſay, People have been made better Chriſtians "by 
theſe Ac Have they been teſorm'd in their Mo- 
rals by em? Or has their Devotion; been increas'd, 
have they therice form'd'betrer Notions f God, Reli- 
gion and CDον n,,j,mn: Have they from titence leam'a - 
to be good Humour'd, and Charitable, tu lead peace- 
able and quiet Lives zu ul Godlineſb ant Honeſty? 
Inſtead of cheſe, daily Hxpetience gives us Inftances 
of the quite contrary Effects. And therefore I con- 
clude, when, I hear the. Clergy cry up theſe Acts, 
as being for the good of the Church, that they mean 


ſomething by the Church diſtintt from-Ghriftianiry 


- I 
themſelves being Judges ; they can never think fuch 
Laws can be for the real good of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on. If our Clergy eould but deviate into Honeſty, 
they would certainly declaim againſt ſuch a Proftitu- 
tion, and then, and not till then, the thinking and 
ſober Part of Mankind, wilt have Reaſon to conclude, 
_ they themſelves believe the Chriſtian Religion 
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. Chiiftianity no State Creature. 15 
hh. Making Chriſtianity a State Creatyre, founds 
Dominion in Grace, à Notion Enthuſiaſtick, as it 
is ridiculous; and there fore it ought to be aboliſſd. 

On this Account it is, that the Crommeilian Admini- 
ſtration has been ſo deſervedly lampoon'd, and calld 
an LU ſurpation and Rebellion; but the misfortune is, 
theſe very Sons of the Church have fall'n into the 
ſame Error, have been 
World with as much Warmth and Enthuſiaſm, as any 
of Nail's Saints ever did; for as I ſaid before, the Pur- 
port of theſe Church Acts above · ment ion d is, you ſhall 
have no place in the Civil Gbvernment, all natural 
Right'nevertheleſs notwithſtanding, -urile(s youare of 
our Church; which is as muchas tb ſay in the Vet eran 
Cant, unleſs werdeem you gracious: So tliat the 
King ſhall not have a Servant, unleſs an Eceleſiaſtick 
will; give him a Certiſicate that he's a gracious Man; 
and conſequently the Civil Power muſt be-thbjected 
tothe Eeclefiaftick, for none can be imploy%d; with» 
outifuch a Wartant. No wonder our Clergy: are fo 
fond of theſe Church Acts. This I imagine: has been 
the cauſe of two great: Evils. The one is, that if 
the Prince ſnould preſume to chuſe his Servants, with- 
out the Prieſts leave; or ſuch as they do not like, 
who are not as they think good Church-Men, or gra- 
cious ; then they exert their Authority, thunder 
out the Judgments of God, againſt thoſe who put 
the Church in Danger, make diſmal Lamentations 
about the Buſineſs of their Religion, that the Church 
will be ſwallow id up by the Fenaticks, when God knows, 
the whole of the deſign is nothing but Self-intereft. 
Hence it is, that they have fir'd the ignorant Mob, 
ſpirited em into Riots and Rebellion, and perſwaded 
em, that to cut their innocent Neighbours Throats is 
doing God good Service. ln ſhort, all the Blood that 

has been ſpilt in the late unnatural Rebellion, may be 
2 or very 


enting this Scene to the 
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very juſtly laid at the Doors of the High- Chureli 


Clergy. This is the blafſed Fruit of making Chriſtiani 

a State Creature. For where. ever it is ſo proſtituted, 
it will always be in the Power of ſome Set of Clergy- 
men or other, to diſtutb the Peace of the Govern: 
ment, when they think convenient; or, when their 
Intereſt and Pride ſhal} prompt en to it. Mir ee 
The other Inconvenience is, it makes the Clergy 
conceit themſelves Kings and Princes, that they have 
Thrones, , and are to exerciſe Dominion, and that 
they ought not to be contradicted by any Power on 
Earth. One can hardly forbear laughing at ſuch 
Whims or Chimera's, and yet, tis ſcarce poſlible to 
forbear expreffing ſome Reſentment at the intolera- 
ble Infolence of theſe: Ambaſſadors'of Chriſt (as they 
call themſelves), If the Civil Power diveſt em of their 
Benehces for Rebellion, and Non- compliance with 


the Oaths enjoyn'd for the Security of the Govern- 


ment; they call it robbing God's Exchequer, and 
boldly fay, that no Power on Earth can call them to 
an Account; ſo that according to this Scheme, God 
Almighty has given them a Licence to raiſe: Tu- 
mults, Rebellions and Riots, and to propagate their 
Religion, by the Power of Fire and Faggot; that is, 
to turn High-way Men and Common Robbers, and 


to knock every Body on the Head, Who will not be 


as bad as themſelves, and no Body muſt call em to 
an Account for it; Tis a pretty Thing for a young 


Fellow, that has been perhaps a Servitor in a College, 


ſt come from runniiig of Errands, to be all at once 
Wide a ſpiritual Prince, and above the Magiſtrate; 


this Conceit makes the poor yormg Fellow ſtrut, and 


look Haughty, contemn the Laity, and treat all 
Mankind in ſuch an inhuman Way, as none could 
do but a petulent Prieſt. And this is another Ef- 
fett of this bleſſed Doctrine, ſc. That . 
e . 


| Chriftiamty tate Crgature. 17 
ſounded in Grace, and of making Religion a State 
Creature. Beſides, if any of theſe ſpiritual Princes 
happen to quarrel with their Neighbours, it may be 
for mothing, but becauſe * cannot exactly qua- 
drate with cheir Principles, ſtrait 
into their Inquiſition, in order to teach em, how to 
underſtand God's true Religion; and thus they bs 
riin'd many a- Perſon's Fortune ( as they ſay) for the 
Good of his Soul. This is the moſt horrid Hypocri- 
He .zmigmwable,and/a'down=-right: giving the Lie to 
the Naw Teſtament: I cannot remember, that our 


Saviciur ever erected a Spiritual Brigewel, nor any 


Sin- office, in which Grimes were to be remitted, or 
puniſſid in Pr to the Criminals advancing 
of Caſh ; nor can lever ſind, that our Saviour gave 
Commiſſion to his Miniſters to deſtroy the Eſtates 
and Lives of People, for the Good of their Souls. 
Vet chis is the Caſe, where Chriſtianity is made a 
State Engine, and ee 1 think. it be: e 
be aboliſh d. r 
Tis in wain, fon the Clergy: to tell che World they 

are Lovers of real Chtiſtianity, whilſt with-allche 
might, they plead the Neceflity of its being made a 
State Creature, and by that means make it a Mam» 


Gain, uſing it (as I faid before) to ſanctifie ahr 
moſt villanous and trayterous Practices. 

Count Sillinburg took particular Care in concerting 
the Ruin of our Country, that the Church might be 
d in the Front of his Maſter Declaration, as well 
owing how fond the People are of the Name, tho 
irate of nothing elſe; and / this is the misfortune 
of making Religion a State Creature. 

Ab, Religion made a State Creature muſt nec 

ceſlarily damage Society, For thereby ſome Bo- 

* Diative Rights and Privileges anuſt be. invaded, 
C 


ſome 


„they — em 


mon of Unrighteouſne, proſtituting Religion for 


1$ Chriſtianity no State Creature. 
1orge Body. muſt be perſecuted and 


; and 
therefore "abi State had better aboliſh ie,” * chan 
make a Tool of it. 0 

Suppoſing Chriſtianity, i in the ce *tis 
in with us at preſent, could be tranſplanted into 


wo. 


a Heathen Country, where they have no other 
tos guide em, but that of Nature, would ſuch a 
People be any Gainers by it? Tis very probable, 
that their Society would be very. much the worſe 
roy it. They may have liv'd peaceably and-/quiet- 
y- before, Gur tis impoſſible tor em to live 4 

| A ſo, ſuppoling em to imbrace Chriſtianity as 
tis generally taught and receiv'd/ with us. 
*Tis a Thing I have ſometimes wonder'd at, /c. 
that People can much better bear with one another's 
different Sentiments in Philoſophy, Politicks and 
Trade, than-in Religion. T imagine the Reaſon of 
this is, becauſe tis made a Creature of State; we ſee 
amongſt us Men of great worth, for Eſtates, Learn- 
ing, Piety, Politeneſs, every Qualification: that can 
recommend them to the good Graces of Mankind, de- 
ſpis d, calbd Names, and very often abus d by the 
rude Mob, purely becauſe they ſeparate from the 
eftabliſh'd Church, and perhaps for ,no/other Rea- 
ſon, but becauſe that Church is a Creature of State. 
On the other hand, one may obſerve a ſottiſh, igno- 
rant, railing, High-Church Prieft, ador'd by the fame 


Mob. Now if Chriſtianity was "ſet at Liberty, and 


freed from the Proſtitution above. mention'd, there 
would be no ſuch Thing as Envy and Hatred 

Men, becauſe they may have different Sentiments 
about it. Every one would endeavour to frame the 
beſt Ideas of it to himſelf that he could, nor would 
there be any Temptation, for a Man to be of this 
or the other Denomination, ariſing from Places of 


Profit or Honour; Reaſon and Argument would 
5 5 6 then 
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Chriſtianity no State Creature. 19 
then take Place; then and not till then, will Chriſti- 
anity be really tolerated in any Government. As it 
is a State-Creature, it does a great deal of Damage 
to the Government, as I have ſhew'd before; nor 
can it be otherwiſe; for inſtead of cultivating good 
Humour, Gentleneſs and Charity, it eſtabliſhes ill 
Nature, Pride and Cenforiouſneſs. And therefore 
1am of Opinion, that the Government can never be 
Safe, Flouriſhing and Eaſie, till there be no other 
Diſtinction amongſt us, than ſuch as mean a Popiſh 
Pretender and Slavery, and ſuch as are for King 
GrorGe, the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and Univerſal 
Liberty. Thus, Sir, I have told you my Opinion 
freely ; whether I have ſupported it with ſufficient 
Argument, or not, I fubmit to Judgment. Thus 
far | am'fure, if. the New Teſtament be true, Chri- 
ſtianity ſtands in need of no ſuch Church-atts as I 
mention'd before: Tis a Scandal to our Clergy, that 
they are ſo fond of em, and a great Prejudice to 
the Government, they do not aboliſh em. 

"Tis objected by ſome here, that if univerſal Li- 
berty was eftabliſh'd, it would introduce Licentiouſ- 
neſs, and People would be of no Religion at all 
This is ſaying juſt nothing at all, for have not I al-. 
ready proved, that they had better have no Religion, 
provided they are ſubject to the Law of Nature, than 
to be poſſeſt with it in the Circumſtances it is in with 
us? For then they would not be filfd with Prejudice, 
Uncharitableneſs, Pride and Revenge, and by it 
made unſociable Creatures. This is the Caſe with 
the Bigotted Part of Mankind among us; and for 
the reſt, howſoever they may humour the Prieſts, 
ny believe little or nothing about the Matter, they 
make the Parſons the common ſubject of their Ban- 
ter; and tis juſt it ſhould be ſo, whilſt their Practice, 
and their Tongues ſo much differ, they call it our 
9 87 | C 2 | holy : 


26 Chimie n0State Creature; 
holy Religion, bur holy Mother the Church, and 
yet ) onftunely oftitate 'em. © & Man 6f Senſe can- 
not teconcilè ſueh Contradictio as. 
l appeal, as above, to every honeſt and i rtial 
Clergyman, whether he believes im his Confſcience 
thoſe Acts above-mention'd, ever made one Mn a 
better Chriſtian, or gave him a better Opimom of the 
Goſpel in genetal? It appears to me that ſuch Ałts 
may make Hy pocrites, but cantiot promote Nel igion. 
Tis impoſſible in the Nature of the Thing, that 
Chtiſtianity can be propagated by zn Ac of Har lia- 
ment, unleſs it be by giving a real and univerſal 
Toletation, that i i185 Ines it to work its own Way 
by Dint of Reaſon and Argument, and thoſe people 
that are not religious upon Principle and Reaſon, 
have no Religion at all: But this an Act of Parlia- 
ment cannot give 4 Man, no more than it can give 
Him a Power of thinking. And therefore the Ob- 
jection againſt aboliſhing Chriſtianity, as a State- 
Creature, becauſe Ungodlineſs will be thereby pro- 
moted, falls ro the Ground; and the contrary is evi- 
Tet that thereby People will be made more reli 
ous; and better Chriſtians, and nne bet. 

cor Nei ghbours. | 

As i the Timing of this Mater, fe. af giving 
Chriſtianity 4 true and real Toleration, leave it to 
our wiſe Legiſtature. Though one would think they 
cannot but fee, of how dangerous Conſequences it 
is to the Government, to put it into the Power of 
any Set of Prieſts, of what Denomination ſoever, 
(when they pleaſe) to diſturb the publick Quiet. 
And one would think it high Time to put an End to, 
ok repeal ſuch Laus, as make it ſo. The common 
tion is, That ſach proceeding wilt fire-the Peo- 
ple 151 ſer them more agamſtf the Government. 
I anſiver, The High- Church cannot be more * 


"4 
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than they are, nor can they more richly merit the 
—— than 2—. have done, by their treaſonable 
mpoſſible to 14 2 TS bet - 
ter — ch by the Continuation of 
Can the Ethiopian change his Skin? Then may a 
Tory be a good Subject to King GO. And why 
muſt the Nation be at the Expence of a ſtanding 
Army, purely becauſe the Tories muſt not be offend- 
ed, by the Parliament's freeing Chriſtianity from be- 
ing a State- Creature? I have often wonder d why 
the High- Church make ſuch a Noiſe about Religion, 
for I never yet met with that High- Church - Man 
that had any Thing of it, either in Theory or Pra- 
cice: But what I wonder, when I conſider the 
Prejudices of Education, and Self- lntereſt. So that 
if the Parliament repeal thoſe Acts, howſoever the 
Tories may complain of the Danger of the Church, 
they cannot complain of the Danger of their Reli- 
on, without giving themſelves the Lie, and ma. 
— themſelves the Ridicule of the thinking Part 
of Mankind (ex nihilo, nibil fit.) 

Why King Groxce's Friends ſhould be debarr'd 
is Service, at this Time eſpecially, I confeſs I know 
not, and I would be glad any Man would give a ſub- 
ſtantial Reaſon for it. The Legiſlature has run all 
the Length in Clemency with the High-Church it 
can, without entirely ſubverting the Conſtitution, 
and tis a plain Caſe, unleſs that be given up alſo, that 
Party will never be ſatisfied ; that is, unleſs the Go- 
vernment will put it into the Power of the Prieſts to 


perſecute their Neighbours, they! never be con- 
tented. 


And is it not worth while for a Government to 
inveſt Men of their Character with ſuch Power? 
Men that are fo Dove-like, free from Self-Intereſt 
and Malice . Who aim at nothing but the Good of 


Souls ! 


— wer 


22 Chriſtianity. uo State Creature, 
Souls! Is it not convenient to make an Inquiſition or 
Star-Chamber, in earneſt, of em at once? For this 


muſt be .ggne, or the Church will be always in Dan⸗ 
ger. | Id humbly ſubmit the Matter to our 
Senators, who are Men of Fortune, what would be- 
come of their Eſtates, if theſe ſpiritual Princes 
could exerciſe that Dominion which they think in 
Juſtice: is due. to em? But how can the Affair be re- 
med ied? is there no Time, no happy Incident which 
may occaſion a Reformation? To which 1 may ſay, 
If this is not the Time, in my Opinion, there never 
will be one; for unleſs the Legiflature will free 
Chriſtianity from being a State-Engine, it will always 
be diſturbd by that Set of Prieſts that are 8 
moſt, be they of what Denomination they will. Let 
but that Power ſtrike a bold Stroke, once for all, 
let em really tolerate the Chtiſtian Religion, England 
will, be the Glory of the Chriſtian World, and it 
will never be in the Power of any Body of Prieſts to 
diſturb the publick Tranquility more. We have 
already ſeen the utmoſt Efforts of the Tories impo- 
tent Malice, even from Paris to Rome, and from 
thence to Sweden: We have ſeen dem joyn in with 
profeſt Papiſts, to ſupport what they call a Proteſtant 
Church, without obtaining ſo much as 4 frail ro- 
miſe far its Support from em, f. And if all theſe 
Things are not ſufhcient to ſtir up the Legiſlative 
Power, to free it ſelf from all Sets of Eecleſiaſticks, 
as ſuch, as to their Influence and juriſdiction, in 
Matters of State, I know not what will. Nothing 
certainly but a ten Vears Subjetction to their Jure 
Divino Diſcipline, which will be no better nor no 
worſe, than ſurrendring our Perſons, Wives, Chil- 
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dren, Eftates, and all that is dear to us, "int. their 
pious Management. For no doubt, theſe ſpiritual 
Commiſſioners, theſe Embaſſadors vf Chriſt; can do 
no Wrong, what they do is all for: the Good of the 
Church; as for them, their Treaſure lies not in this 
World: Yet it happens 8 very unluckily, 
that their common Practice is © Contradifiich 
to their Words. No Men more —— than they, 
none more fond of Power and Dominion, and when 
they; have it, they never fail to let them know it, 
whb are within their Lan. * ken 291); 
If our Senators would be pleaꝰd to reflect. upon 
theſe Things, they would, I am perfivaded, chin it 
then beff Piece of Service that ever was done to the 
Publick, at once to put it out of the Power of any 
Prieſts whatſoever, of ever diſturbing the Govern- 
ment more. This can be done no other Ways than 
by ſetting the Native Rights and Privileges of Man- 
kind upon an equal Foot, freeing Chiſtianity from 
being a Creature 1 the State, and r . 
verſal Liberty. 5 
Al hope "AP our baute now within 
will. remember their Promites, with reſpec to this 
Matter, when Candidates. Some People can ve- 
ry well remember what was then propos d to 'em, and 
promis d by em. The preſent Miniſtry, when they 
were in Diſgrace in the late Reign, ſaw the Inconve- 
nience of making Religion a Tool, and promisꝰd, that 
if ever it came to be their Turn again, chey would 
make a Reformation. When this Promiſe has been 
claim d more than once, all the Anſwer was, This 
is not the Time: But in my humble Opinion, either 
this is the Time, as I ſaid, or never. I cannot ſee 
what the Tories can do more than they have done, 
in Caſe thoſe Laws were repeald : They cannot. be 
greater Enemies to the Government, nor go faſter 
into 
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Conſtitution in the leaſt, to put an End to all — 2 
viſions and — oa. by what I 
propos d above. The Parſons may then rail them- 


ther than Argument goes, conſequentiy they Il be 
e-wittanſiver 
10 Bud. We ſhall hear none of em call che Hing 
"Declaration i impioua, as a certain Doctor did nt many 
ago, and the Law which tolerates the Pratdft atic 
s, a Cobweb Law, otherwiſe the Doctor & Fin- 
gets itch to be at Fire and Faggat \with. dem, or to 
ng. But if the Legi 
Mative Power will now exert it ſelf; theſe Thing may 


time to lead peaceable and quiet Lives under tlie Go- 
ernment in all Godlineſs and Honeſty; our Senators 
would by this means record — for a Set of 
the beſt Patriots that ever ſate within the Walk r 
that Houſe, the preſent Generation will de under in- 
ſinite Obligations to em, and Huſterity venerate cher 
Names and Memories. If other wiſe, if Things 
muſt remain as they are, if the Prieſts muſt have it in 
— — Power, to diſturb the Government when 
ſe, our Religion is juſt like the Church Service 
8 Wwe 'beginning. with 1 Pd 
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